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  However, that is not what the 2021 study concluded. 
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In fact, neither report cited by the EOIR PM provides causal evidence to support its claims
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
The  
 
1.  

before any conclusive decisions can be made about the  of LOP, it is 
necessary to conduct i  
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a. focus on using 

,  
 deploy causal models that control for relevant intervening variables and assess LOP impact 

by comparing “like” cases, and  
 include cases of all lengths in its sampling framework.  
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 Any further research should be conducted using a transparent data sharing arrangement that 
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MAIN POINTS 
 

1.  none of the EOIR analyses of LOP have established a 
causal relationship between LOP and government spending 
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  did not control 

for intervening variables and did not compare “like” cases. , 
  

which leaves the 2018 Vera Institute report as the most robust recent 
analysis of the impact of LOP on case times.12 

  
 

 
 The 2018 Vera report’s treatment of pending cases allowed it to highlight an 

important aspect  
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4. Both the Vera Institute and EOIR reports have shown that LOP has been successful in reducing 
in absentia rates for people released from detention. 
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5. The 2021 EOIR Report does not account for the non-random distribution of LOP facilities in its 
assessment of detention costs and stays.  
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DETAILED TREATMENT  
 

1. The 2021 EOIR report acknowledges that none of the EOIR analyses of LOP have established a causal 
. In contrast, the only recent causal 

analysis of LOP was the 2018 Vera  
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 do not allow it to determine whether LOP is the cause 
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do not mean that LOP programs cause higher costs 

 

are not considered the causal driver -

may not be due to the LOP 15 
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Vera report goes on to provide a 
  

 

2. The 2018 EOIR report yielded unreliable measures of LOP impact on  because it did not 
control for intervening variables. The 2021 EOIR report, on the other hand, abandons the analysis of 
case which leaves the 2018 Vera report as the . 
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LOP respondents from applying for relief for which they are ineligible.   
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- provided no data on how LOP and non- See 
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 in large part  . 
 

these LOP case processing efficiencies only become visible if researchers are 
comparing “like” cases   
 

     
 

  48.8% higher probability of an LOP case 
-LOP case) on any given day.   
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3. The 2018 Vera report’s treatment of pending cases allowed it to highlight an important 
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 the Vera Institute report found that about half of the LOP cases in its sample completed 
three times more quickly than non-LOP cases, er 
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The 2021 EOIR Report’s Treatment of Pending Cases 

 the 2021 EOIR report abandons the 
 hearing  

 .  the 2021 
EOIR report provides no evidence ’s  analysis. 
 
The 2021 EOIR report also provides a truncated analysis of pending cases. 
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detained-pending cases are more costly to the government than released-pending cases.  
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The EOIR report’s court hearing  also pales in comparison 
to the Vera savin . The  
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 was saving the government over ten million dollars 

per year.  I
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length of proceedings and government spending. 
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4. Both Vera reports have shown that LOP is for the 
people it serves. In contrast, the 2018 and 2021 EOIR reports do not 

, nor do they separate-out cases with from their cost  

In  
orders than non-LOP respondents.  The  
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the 2018 and 2021 EOIR reports did not account for cases of people who received in 

 removal orders.   
   

 
 

 

5. The 2021 EOIR Report does not account for the non-
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that are serviced by courts with the largest backlogs.44 It i  the 
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CLOSING REMARKS ON DATA TRANSPARENCY AND 

REPRODUCIBILITY OF THE EOIR ANALYSIS 
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APPENDIX: FURTHER LIMITATIONS OF THE EOIR 2018 LOP 

COHORT ANALYSIS 
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